President's Message - May 2016

Tsugio Kurushima
Translation by Mieko Fedrau
In my previous President's message | mentioned that
| wanted to address two areas where | thought that
the VNCS needed improvement:
1. Engage youth and young adults.
2. Expand our membership.

With regards to objective #1, | am pleased to report
that Jeff Tanaka will be holding an event in May that
is geared for young adults. He is calling the event
“’yung’ nikkei stories — an evening of food and
performances”. It is commonly recognized that
eating together builds relationships and community.
So Jeff is using a communal meal as a vehicle to
foster relationships among young Nikkei and

hopefully with the VNCS.

To address objective #2 one of the strategies we will
employ is to make our VNCS newsletter bilingual.
Starting with this issue our newsletter will include
articles in Japanese. Initially only some of the
articles will be translated into Japanese with the long
term goal of having it totally bilingual. It is hoped
that a bilingual newsletter will attract more Shin
Issei.

The recently held Udon Lunch Spring Social attracted
9 new memberships. | think that one of the reasons
why this event was so popular was that it was a free
meal and people could attend without any obligation
or pressure. It was strictly a social gathering. Once
again eating together was the main attraction. So
possibly another way to address objective #2 is to
have more community meals. Food for thought. :)

As mentioned before, | welcome your input or
feedback on any aspect of the VNCS. Email me at
tsugkurushima@gmail.com
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Udon Lunch Spring Social
Tsugio Kurushima

Translation by Mieko Fedrau
The Udon Lunch Spring Social which was held on April 23 was a resounding success. It was so popular that we
thought we might have to put out the 'Sold Out' sign. In the end over 60 people attended the gathering to have a
savoury bowl of udon, be entertained with Okinawan and Japanese songs and to socialize with one another. The
udon meal was prepared by Hiroshi and Tamae Shibata. They not only prepared a delicious bowl of udon but also
provided a variety of toppings including some special ones - kakiage (tempura style mixed vegetables), renkon
suage (lotus root in rice vinegar) and aburaage nimono (tofu). The Shibatas also served an Okinawan dessert
called Sata Andagi (Okinawan doughnuts).
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Letitia, Hiroshi, Tamae and Jeff in the kitchen. Hitomi, Patti, Grace and Paul enjoying the
delicious garnishes for their udon.

Hiroshi entertained the gathering with two Okinawan melodies, Qjii Jiman no Orion Biiru (Orion Beer theme song)
and Asadoya Yunta (a traditional folk song from Taketomi Island in Okinawa). He accompanied himself on the
sanshin, an Okinawan three stringed instrument. He then led a sing along of well known Japanese songs: Haru Ga
Kita, a children’s song about spring, Shiretoko Ryojo, a song about the loss of the Kuril Islands to Russia after WW
Il and Furusato, a song about Japanese people abroad yearning for their homeland. Adding to the Okinawan
theme was a display of artifacts from Okinawa which Yukari Peerless organized.

All in all, it was a most enjoyable afternoon for all who attended.
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped to put on this event —
Jeff Tanaka, Yukari Peerless, Karen Kobayashi, Patti Ayukawa,
Hitomi Harama, Joyce Pearlstone, Paul Pearlstone, Grace
Kamitakahara, Tony Ibaraki and Amy Kawano. And of course a very
special thank you to Hiroshi and Tamae Shibata for preparing such
a delicious meal and for providing the entertainment.
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Hiroshi playing the Sanshin Dick Nakamura, Roy Katsuyama and Sus Tabata.

“Yung” Nikkei Stories

Jeff Tanaka :

Translation by Kana Mercer

This past month a group of young people came together to organize

“Yung Nikkei Stories” an evening of free food and performances. The event #,

. . )w?t'oo gii)‘$
was held on May 14t at the Quadra Village Community Centre and was a great

success. The room was crowded with people and we enjoyed chicken karaage/agedashi tofu bentos alongside
a freshly cooked bowl of yakisoba. There was also hot tea from Silk Road, plantains cooked by Boma Brown
and plenty of mochi to go around. During the evening people were able to catch up with friends while also

making connections with new people.

After dinner Erica Isomura and Angela Kruger (both visiting from Vancouver) joined me in telling stories about
our relationships to the Nikkei community. We talked about beloved grandparents, the inheritance of the
memories of internment and the ways we find healing within ourselves. It was an honour to be able to share
our words and be witnessed in such a good way by the audience.

A sincere thank you goes out to Chef Tish and Chef Ogi-San for visioning the meal, Katie Zalazar for creating
the poster image of the kawasemi (kingfisher) and the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society for sponsoring this
event. Also a big thanks to Pravina Annamalai, Yukari Peerless, Dion Smith-Dokkie, Mieko Fedrau and all the
other people who helped cook, set-up and clean.

Please stay on the lookout as we intend to continue gathering together to share food + art. If you are
interested in helping out in the future, don’t hesitate to contact me at jrtanaka@gmail.com.




Photos: Jeff Tanaka and Yukari Peerless
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Uminari Taiko Update
Jacob Derksen

As the weather warms up our performance schedule starts to heat up, too. Uminari Taiko played the
Victoria Times Colonist 10K on April 24 and that seems to have become our unofficial season opener.
Upcoming performances around town that are already scheduled include St Aidan’s United Church June
12 and the annual Dragon Boat Festival Aug 12 — 14 but it’s a fair bet that there will be others in short
order. We will also be performing up-Island in Courtenay on July 1 and in Port Hardy on July 17. Our
other big road trip will be over to Vancouver in August for this year’s Regional Taiko Gathering. The RTG
affords us an opportunity to study taiko with skilled teachers, watch performances by some of our
favourite North American performers and, equally important, meet old friends and make new ones.

Uminari Taiko is partway through our second series of classes for this year and we have some very keen
participants who show tremendous potential. We have already picked up at least two apprentice
hopefuls and | believe we have several others who may join us before the year is out. It may only still be
spring as | write this but I’'m already looking forward to the VNCS Fall Fair in October. It’'s my hope that
you’ll see a few new faces in our lineup by then. | also hope that we’ll see many familiar faces at our
performances between now and then.

NAJC And Suzuka University (Suzuka, Mie, Japan)
Application for Japan Study Scholarship Program 2016

The National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) and Suzuka University (SU) have established a
scholarship program for university students to participate in a 4 month program of study at Suzuka
University in Japan to improve their Japanese language proficiency and to experience Japanese culture
and education. This opportunity will also strengthen NAJC relationships with Japan to develop greater
understanding of Japan and for Japan to understand the Japanese Canadian history and culture.

The selection criteria are as follows:

¢ A university student of 18 years or older

¢ Studying Japanese Language at a level 3 or higher

¢ Interest in Japan and Japanese Canadian history, culture, and education

¢ Provision to follow up with NAJC on return to Canada after the completion of the program
The Japan Study Scholarship Program includes:

¢ Return airfare upon completion of the program

e Accommodations nearby the Suzuka University campus

¢ Admission to Suzuka University from September to December 2016

¢ Land transfer from airport to Suzuka and return

The recipient will be responsible for:

¢ Student VISA

¢ Medical and Travel Insurance

* Meals

¢ Books if you wish to keep them

¢ Travel between accommodations and Suzuka University

¢ Personal expenses

Directions are given on the application form to complete and return to nationaladministrator@najc.ca
by: June 15, 2016 Click link for Scholarship Program Information and Application Form or

visit: www.najc.ca



https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0fcb7e2b9134bc0c251f1f1a8/files/NAJC_Suzuka_Japan_Study_Scholarship_Program.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0fcb7e2b9134bc0c251f1f1a8/files/NAJCSuzuka_University_Scholarship_Application.pdf
http://www.najc.ca/

Senior’s Safety Living Guide
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Vancouver’s Tonari Gumi would like to invite '/"7%%5‘5?%17"( ]\
you to our Senior’s Safety Living workshop at Senior’s Safety Living Guide
Cornett Bldg. Room A225, University of ) .
Victoria on Saturday, June 11, 2016 R, R, FEKICBET MR Y, v=T 74 T7%
1:30-3:30 pm. BRERSDITTBHDBEIOEREZRELTVET,

The safety information session for Seniors

The purpose of the workshop is to promote
healthy aging by providing education and H i 6)5] 11 E] (j:)r“}:30pm - 3:30pm
resources for seniors. The workshop will be BT : 7 MU T KT Comett A225

. . Date: June 11 (Sat) 1:30pm - 3:30pm
in both EngI'Sh and Japanese. Location: Cornett A225, University of Victoria

. BZBIB5IE Fall Prevention Tips

o EFRBFERE Advance Care Planning

. FEEERFIZ OV T About Elder Abuse
o FUTA ELH Online Safety Tips

Please register through email so we have
enough refreshments for everyone!

Thank you.
BINE . L Free Admission
FH - BREVEDE Registration: eap@tonarigumi.ca
M a p ! Please mention “Victoria” in the email subject line.
https://goo.gl/maps/ESsmKbGp1VL2 BVRTy 7 2AELTOET!
Refreshments will be served!
Yuki Tani LYHBMLARETTR, FHIFRTHIILERBTTIHOLET,

Pre-registration recommended. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Senior’s Safety Living

Tonari Gumi - Japanese Community
Volunteers Association
T:604.687.2172 ext. 202 WwwitoRaHgUmic 1:::3”:;;8;'1‘ 7“2":’;" ;’;:”“""' REVRYIME
F: 604.687.2168

E: eap@tonarigumi.ca
www.tonarigumi.ca

TONARI GUMI Fax: 604.687.2168

Japanese Community Volunteers Association Email: eap@tonarigumi.ca

A New Consul General, Ms Asako Okai/fEHE FEMEE

Report and translation by Hitomi Harama

On May 17, several members of the Victoria Nikkei community had the opportunity to meet the new Consul
General of Japan, Vancouver office, Asako Okai and her husband, Mr Tomoaki Okai on a pleasant afternoonin
Victoria. Just having moved to Vancouver on April 26, Consul General Okai has a great vibrant presence, like
the bright summer sky of Sri Lanka, her previous post. The exchange in the meeting was inspiring. We are all
looking forward to working together with the new Consul General of Japan in Vancouver to create
opportunities that reinforce the relationship between Japan and Canada and that will continue to bring benefit
to our community.
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https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Cornett+Bldg+(COR),+Victoria,+BC+V8P+5C2/@48.4642995,-123.3152483,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x548f7159d45f80e1:0x184ca6529305a8a2!2sCornett+Bldg+(COR),+Victoria,+BC+V8P+5C2!3b1!8m2!3d48.4642749!4d-123.3129972!3m4!1s0x548f7159d45f80e1:0x184ca6529305a8a2!8m2!3d48.4642749!4d-123.3129972
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L-R Tomoko Okada, Hitomi Harama, Michael Abe, Consul General Atsuko Okai, Mr. Tomoaki Okai,
Michiko Sakamoto-Senge, Tamaki Calder
Photograph by Ms.lkue Matsumoto, Consulate Researcher/Advisor
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Consul General Atsuko Okai

Ms. Atsuko Okai assumed the position of
Consul General of Japan in Vancouver in
April 2016. Previous to this she was
Minister, Deputy Head of Mission in the
Embassy of Japan in Sri Lanka and to
Maldives from March 2014-April 2016.

From Sept. 2012-March 2014 she served
as Minister Counsellor (Deputy Head of

Political Section), Permanent Mission of
Japan to the United Nations.

Consul General Okai joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Japan in April 1989.
She has held posts that oversaw relations
in Western Europe, Pakistan, Australia
and Africa.

CG Okai attained her Bachelor’s Degree
in Law in 1989 from Hitotsubashi
University in Japan. She received her
Master of Arts in History of Art from
Emmanuel College, Cambridge
University, UK in 1992.
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Sakura Fujinkai

Susan Kurushima
Translation by Mieko Fedrau

Our dinner group met at Shiki
Sushi in February and then in
April we had a change of pace. Joyce Pearlstone
hosted a potluck dinner at her home in North Saanich
where the group enjoyed her ocean view and a tour of
her wonderful garden. In May we will meet at Chikara
Sushi and in June at Yoshi Sushi.

The Ikebana group is almost finished the Spring term.
We are continuing to learn and enjoy each other's
arrangements. We may have room for 1 new person
in September, so please let me know if you are
interested.

The schedule for the arrangements at the Art Gallery
of Greater Victoria is as follows:

May 8 to May 21
May 22 to June 4
June 5 to June 18
June 19 to July 2

Michiko Seguev
Shizue Simmons
Sue Rubin
Debbie Ibaraki

Arrangement by Sue Rubin, April 2016

For more information about any of our activities
please contact Susan by phone (250) 384-2654 or
email sukurushima@gmail.com
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Furusato Dancers
Tsugio Kurushima
Translation by Yukari Peerless
April was a busy month for our group. We performed in the Ethnic Dance Festival again this year and once again
we were invited to perform in the Highlights Concert where we were presented with an award for best fusion
dance. No we did not do a hip-hop odori. We performed 2 dances at the festival, Tokyo Ondo, a very traditional
odori and Yume Bijin a dance to a contemporary tune with non-traditional choreography. Because of the
contrast in styles we were given the fusion award.

April 29 is the International Day of Dance. This designation was established in 1973 by the International Dance
Council of UNESCO. This April 29 we participated in the inaugural Victoria celebration of this occasion. Nine
ethnic dance groups gathered together to share their ethnic dances. Each group performed a couple of dances
and then taught a dance to the other participants. The Furusato Dancers performed Hanagasa Ondo and Soran
Bushi and taught Tanko Bushi. It was both fun and a challenge to try other ethnic dances.

Our next performance will be on May 29 at the Asian Heritage Month Celebration which will be held at UVicin
conjunction with the Aga Khan Foundation's World Peace Walk. The Furusato Dancers will be performingin the
afternoon. That will be followed by an appearance at the Heritage Dance Fest which takes place on June 18 at
the Cameron Bandshell in Beacon Hill Park.

Also in June we are planning on having another Dance Workshop with our Sensei. Speaking of Hirano Sensei |
mentioned last newsletter that | would provide an article on our Sensei and it appears on the next page.
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Odori Sensei Chiyoko Hirano
Tsugio Kurushima

Translation by Yukari Peerless
Chiyoko Oura Hirano, the second daughter of Yoshikazu and Miyoko
Oura, was born in Steveston, B.C. in 1941. When she was very young
she loved to listen to music and dance.

At six years of age she moved with her family to Japan where she
received her primary education and at the same time studied the
traditional odori at the Wakayagi Dance School in Wakayama-ken. Her
innate self-discipline made her a natural for this form of artistic
expression. The family returned to Canada in 1952 where she

continued her training for two more years with the Hanayagi Dance
School in B.C.

In 1970 she founded the Tatsumi School of Dance in Vancouver under the direction of Tatsumi
Kiminobu, headmaster of the Tatsumi School in Japan. Once a year, for many years, she traveled to
Japan to upgrade her teaching technique. She earned her professional teacher's name of Tatsumi
Yoshikiyo and was the first Canadian to receive an odori teacher's certificate from Japan. She later
received the Senior Instructor's award from Mai-no Kai International of Japan as the Canadian
representative for this organization.

Her continued research and study of this beautiful art form, odori, has made her an exceptional
teacher and artist. Her students have performed publicly on more than 1,000 occasions and in the
past 40 years, she has conducted hundreds of workshops in Lethbridge, Calgary, Victoria and Toronto.

Chiyoko has proven her talent as a choreographer by adapting the traditional Japanese odori to suit
her Canadian students and creating a uniquely Japanese-Canadian form of the odori. She was the
choreographer for the Nikka Festival Dancers during the Japanese Canadian Centennial in 1977. She
trained twenty-five dancers chosen from across Canada to form a touring dance troupe. She and her
students performed her dances in major centres of Canada. These dances were video-taped for
television and have been seen by millions of viewers across Canada. This troupe has had the honour of
participating in a Command Performance for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il in Ottawa during the
Centennial year.

Chiyoko has contributed greatly to Japanese-Canadian culture through her dedication to the
perpetuation of odori in Canada.

VNCS welcomes New Members

Yoko Sekiya Jim and Michele Tanaka Jeff Tanaka
Wanda Hurren Sherry Wang Kirsti Uruiye
Tim Ebata Boma Kim
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¢« 1 8o “ HERITAGE DANCEFEST

P \’;’ SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016
el ‘g Cameron Bandshell
BEACON HILL PARK

NOON - 5pm

FREE for everyone to enjoy!
Dance! Costumes! Music!

Sponsored by DODD’S Furniture & Mattress, Veselka Ukrainian Dancers,
Toes’'n’Taps Dance Shoppe, Watershed Moment Communication & City of Victoria.

information: www.veselkadancers.com



Stage performances
start at 12:15 pm

12:15-1:00 pm
Victoria Japanese
Heritage Language
School perform during
this section

1:20-2:30 pm
Furusato Dancers
perform during this
section

Family tent activities
start at 10:30 am

Shodo:

10:30-12:30

Takehiro and Mitsuko
Uranaka

12:30-2:15
Keiko Alkire and Wylie
Thomas

Origami:

10:30-2:15

(various times)

Chika and Haruka Shin
Kanae Habu

Akiko Fraser

Yuka Baumbach

Kimono:
11:00-1:00
Yuka Baumbach

1:00-2:15
Yuri Pomeroy

f =4 World

"7 Partnership

=% Walk

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION OF

CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Uiséan

CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2016 | UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

I

WORLD PARTNERSHIP WALK | 11:00AM

ASIAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION | 12:15PM

Stay to celebrate after the World Partnership \X/alk

5
for:

Cultural performances, Food kiosks. Family tent, Bouncy castle...

And much, much more !

FREE PUBLIC EVENT

CELEBRATION STAGE 10:30am — 2:30pm

(In front of McPherson Library at the University of Victoria)

Rum Kala

Thai Folklore Dance

Spring in Children’s Eyes

Traditional Chinese Dance

SORAN DANCE

Traditional Japanese Dance,

TINIKLING
Philippine Folk Dance

BHARATANATYAM, KATHAK & ODISSI

Bollywood Flash MOB

Kangkaaw Kin Kluay

A dramatic style Thai dance

Dance of the Peacocks

Traditional Chinese Dance

SAKUTING
Philippine Traditional Dance

ODORI

Traditional Japanese Dances

INSPIRED by BOLLYWOOD

Tap your feet and move your hips to a fusion of this multi-spiced energetic Bollywood number !!!

Presented by:

Victoria Canadian Filipino Association, Society for Indian Classical Arts, Victoria Japanese
Heritage Language School, Furusato Dancers, Victoria Chinese Cultural Club, Thai Kids

Club and Bollywood Beats.

https://www.worldpartnershipwalk.com/en/walk-cities/victoria



https://www.worldpartnershipwalk.com/en/walk-cities/victoria

Children’s Cherry Blossom Program
Sidney/North Saanich Public Library

On a beautiful spring day in March, Mike and Natsuki Abe along with
volunteer assistants, Grace Kamitakahara, Joyce Pearlstone and Rieko
Gurney presented the play, The Man Who Swallowed a Cherry Pit to an
attentive and engaged audience of about 20 kids and parents. Following
the play and snacks, the children had the chance to create their own cherry
blossom crafts, using origami to make an ornamental candy dish and ink
and crepe paper to make a cherry blossom branch, each as unique as the
children themselves. The children were delighted to have their name
written in Japanese in the corner of their masterpiece.

Atto iu ma ni, in the wink of an eye, the workshop was over and the kids
departed, happy with their treasures and the opportunity to learn a little
bit of Japanese culture.

A note from Virginia McLeod at the Sidney/North Saanich Library:

Hi Michael, Natsuki and fabulous helpers:

Thank you for delivering a wonderful Sakura Storytime yesterday! We are
so honoured that you came all the way to Sidney/North Saanich. You have a
lovely way of interacting with the kids. Everyone had such a good time!
Sharon told me lots of people stopped by the desk to say how happy they
were to attend this program. | know the kids (and their adults) were
delighted with their blown ink cherry blossom pictures and origami
creations. | have attached a few photos from the event. Thanks to Joyce for
sharing hers too. Unfortunately, the lighting in the library can be a bit tricky
(at least for my camera skills). | hope you found a nice place to have lunch
in Sidney and that you might consider visiting us again someday.

Thanks again,

Virginia

Editor’s note: Mike
and Natsuki
developed this
interactive play for
the Public Library in
2009 and have now
performed it 35 times.

Photos: Virginia McLeod
and Joyce Pearlstone
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Chado Urasenke Tankokai Victoria Association Inauguration

On April 10th, the Victoria Japanese tea ceremony group, previously known as Nagomi, gathered together in the
Japanese Garden at the Inn at Laurel Point to celebrate their membership into the Urasenke Tankokai
Association, headquartered in Kyoto, Japan. Pictured above are invited guests from the San Francisco and the
Vancouver Tankokai chapters, along with Victoria students and executive.

Officially now known as the Chado Urasenke Tankokai Victoria Association, the Victoria Association becomes the
107t Tankokai branch based outside of Japan. It began in 2002 with only a few students interested in learning
Chado (The Way of Tea), and now comprises 11 executive members and 30 students, ranging in age from 11 to
84. “We were very fortunate that Mrs. Kazuko Mito (Sowa), a long-time student and practitioner of the Urasenke
method, offered to be our leader,” said Aiko Sutherland, one of the original students.

Attending the celebration were honored guests Ms. Christy
Bartlett Soei; Director, Urasenke Foundation San Francisco
Branch R EEFRHY V7S5V ROHEFMARI VAT«
— - /N\—hkLvy k- RE EITEEEEN and Mr. Keith Snyder

f e : Sozui; Director, Urasenke Foundation Vancouver Branch ZX18 5%
. FRNDY—N——HEFHRHR F—R - R 5— - FhE

EX7E3%HM. Ms. Bartlett brought best wishes on behalf of lemoto

Sen Soshitsu, 16th descendant of Sen Rikyu, the founder of the
Urasenke School. Pictured here from left to right are Ms.
Bartlett, Kazuko Mito, Victoria Association Chief Administrator
Norimi Inai, and President Masayuki Fukushima.




The Victoria Association was pleased to welcome members of the Vancouver Tankokai branch who made the
journey to Victoria to help celebrate this occasion. Prior to the formation of the Victoria Association, Sensei
Snyder would regularly invite Nagomi members to take part in many of the Tankokai events being held in
Vancouver. The Victoria Association is very pleased that this relationship will continue and that both groups will
be able to share in many future celebrations together.

Since 2002, the Victoria Association has provided dozens of tea ceremony demonstrations at the annual Victoria
Nikkei Cultural Fair, as well as at school programs, private functions, and special events such as weddings. The
Victoria Association teaches the two styles of Chado. The traditional method, which requires participants to
kneel on a tatami for the length of the ceremony, dates back to the 16™" century. The more modern western style
is known as Ryurei, and employs a table and stools for the host (teishu) and the host’s assistant (hanto), while
guests are seated on chairs.

At the inauguration on April 10%, Sensei Mito performed
the Ryurei ceremony with Ms. Inai acting as hanto. The

highly lacquered table (misono-dana) pictured on the left
belongs to Mito who brought it from Japan and is used
only for very special occasions. The hanto answers any
questions from the guests during the ceremony.

In total over 50 invitees were served a sample of sweet
(omogashi) and usucha (thin) tea, which is matcha hand
whisked to produce nice frothy bubbles on top. Several
Victoria students worked in the kitchen (mizuya)

preparing sweets and whisking tea while other students
dressed in traditional kimonos served the guests.

Mr. Michael Abe, Vice President of the Victoria Association and Mrs. Tomoko Carrington, Vice Administrator,
acted as masters of ceremony for this occasion. The Victoria Association would like to express its appreciation to
the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society for their continuing support and program grant received last year to help
share “peacefulness through a bowl of tea” with the community.

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Harris. Photos by Julia Milton
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We love sharing our passion for tea.

Explore tea history and tea culture with z visit
to our Tea Tasting Bar. Take a Cooking with Tea
class, learm about the health benefits of tea, or
discover the world of rare tea varietals,

SILK ROAD

wewwisilkroadteacom 1624 Government St. Vi

Japancse flowers T"“
and Donsai

Len Floral Studio

3947 Quadra St. (250)727-0056

NIKKEI BOOKS

R _ www.zenfloralstudio.com
Specializing in Japanese Canadian works
fBng in this ad for a 10%
discount on your next purchase!
Jennifer Hashimoto
Independent Bookseller
Tel.: (416) 538-1377 (business hours) 21 Delaware Ave.
Fax: (416) 538-0048 Second floor
Email: j.hashimoto@sympatico.ca Toronto, ON
M6H 2S8 Barry Obara, CPA, CA

barry@obaraandco.ca

Obara & Company

Chartered Professional Accountants

216 - 911 Yates Street Victoria, BC V8V 4X3
Tel: 250-388-7879 | Fax: 250-381-0808

www.obaraandco.ca

AQ SELECT

MOHTGAGE CORP

Colleen Flynn

Mortgage Specialist

P: 250.479.0688 Ext. 25

C: 250.508.0113

Fx: 250.479.4331

E: colleen.flynn@selectmortgage.com

W: www.selectmortgage.com
m The Mortgage Centre

W v o o it e .

]APANESE
FOODS

Victoria Fujiya Foods Ltd.
3624 Shelbourne Street Victoria
ph: 250-598-3711 fax: 250-598-8547




News from long time supporter, Silk Road Tea

Later this spring (towards the end of May), I’'m opening a store in Vancouver on West 4th St. in
Kitsilano. We'll be on the south side of West 4th Avenue, east of Arbutus Street and west of
Maple Street.

I've had customers clamoring for us to open a Vancouver Silk Road Tea for many years. The new
store will offer our Vancouver retail and wholesale clients the same product selection as the
flagship Chinatown store, along with an extensive selection of tea tastings, wellness workshops
and other classes. Due to space limitations, the spa will not be brought over to Vancouver, so
there will still be reasons for out of towners to visit the original store :) In celebration of the
launch, | have some exclusive new products and collaborations of teaware in the works, and
these unique products will be available in Victoria as well as Vancouver.

I’'m also excited to be debuting a new look for the interior of the new store which is different
from our original Chinatown shop, but very true to who we are and what we are about. In
Victoria, our Chinatown flagship is a tranquil space that reflects the charm and heritage of the
area. It’'s important to me to be authentic to the neigbourhood we're in, as well as to reflect,
through the design, our purpose of offering a wonderful and educational client experience, and
as an escape from the bustle and stresses of modern life. The new space uses eco-friendly,
sustainable materials and is designed to feel like a calm sanctuary and oasis, with a
contemporary, urban, Asian influenced look. Our production facility, where we handcraft our
fresh, organic, tea, skin and bodycare products will remain in Victoria.

Please feel free to share the news to your contacts in the Vancouver area - in fact, I'd love it and
would appreciate it very much if you helped spread the word!

As well - we are looking for a fantastic team of staff for the new location, from sales staff to
stock positions, workshop/tea tasting leaders and managers. If you know of anyone who you
think would be a great fit, please encourage them to apply by emailing silkroad @silkroadtea.com
with a resume and "Vancouver hires” in the subject heading.

Cheers, "

Daniela

SILK ROAD TEA 0’

1624 Government St. Victoria Chinatown g S I8 B o OAD
V8W 173 e =
www.silkroadteastore.com

FREE SHIPPING for online orders now available! v’

Canada's Most Beautiful Tea Store - Wine Access Magazine

Canada's Best Organic Spa - Glow Magazine

Best Tea Purveyor, Victoria & Vancouver Island - EAT Magazine Awards
Critic's Pick, Best Tea - Victoria Times-Colonist

Western Canada's Top 40 Foodies - Western Living Magazine

Canada's Queen of Tea - Globe & Mail

Canada's Tea Master - Vancouver Sun


mailto:silkroad@silkroadtea.com
http://www.silkroadteastore.com/
http://www.silkroadteastore.com/
http://www.silkroadteastore.com/

