President's Message
Tsugio Kurushima

The biggest event for our Society took place last month, the
Japanese Cultural Fall Fair. This year's edition certainly
fulfilled its objective of sharing our Japanese-Canadian
culture and raising operating funds for our organization.

Congratulations and a big thank you to all the people who
worked so hard to make this event such a success.

The next two events on the VNCS calendar are the Mochi
Tsuki Shinnen Kai which will be held on Sunday, January 22,
2017 and the AGM which is scheduled for Sunday, February
5th. The Mochi Tsuki Shinnen Kai is a joint New Year’s
Celebration held annually with the Japanese Friendship
Society and the Victoria Japanese Heritage Language
School. It is a great family event which brings the Greater
Victoria Nikkei Community together.

The AGM on the other hand is not one of those popular
events on our calendar but it is a very important gathering
for our Society. It is a time to review with the general
membership what we have accomplished over the year, to
get feedback from the members and to set a course for the
new year. One of the ways we set a course for the new year
is through the election of the New Board of Executives and
Directors. Over the past several years we have added 7 new
Board members to the Board including several young
adults. | am positive that this has helped to invigorate the
VNCS. But there is still room for more new individuals. Some
of our current Board members have been serving on the
Board for over 20 years. It is time to allow these people a
break and to get the next generation of our Society's leaders
involved. So when you are approached by the Nominating
Committee to serve on the Board please give it serious
consideration. Even if you cannot accept a Board position
then consider serving on one of the event planning groups
such as the upcoming Mochi Tsuki Shinnen Kai. To keep the
VNCS a vibrant and meaningful organization we need every
member to be involved in some capacity.

In the spring of 2017 the VNCS will be making an application
to the National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) for
a grant from their Community Renewal Fund. The purpose of
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The year is quickly drawing to a close and the holiday season (F1ER 7zFO—x=EF)
will soon be upon us. | would like to wish all our members

the best in the upcoming holiday season. May you and your

loved ones be united in joy, happiness and peace.

Japanese Cultural Fair Report
Tsugio Kurushima

Another very successful Cultural Fair is under our belts. Many people have commented that this year's Fair was the best
ever. As has been the practice in the past few years we tried out new things to improve the experience for our Fair
attendees. This year the major new initiative was the introduction of two new food items — yakisoba dogs and the YYJ (Yum
Yum Japanese) dogs. These two food items along with a larger supply of onigiri and a second order of sushi helped us to feed
the masses in the afternoon. The lack of food in the afternoon has been a problem for many years and this year we finally
solved it. In the Silent Auction area we tried out an online auction site, GoBid, where we put several items up for
auction. That trial was very successful, so we will use it more next year. In the cultural demonstration area we brought in
three new acts — a shakuhachi performance, a minyo band performance and a presentation on Japanese Gardens. All three
drew large audiences. So overall not only did we reach new highs in both attendance and revenue but | believe we also
improved the Fair experience.
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Planning Committee

There is a core group of people who deserve recognition for
the effort they put forth to organize and run the Cultural
Fair. These are the members of the Planning Committee,
each of whom not only have an area of responsibility but
also are a sounding board to help solve general

problems. Planning for the Cultural Fair starts in June and
the Planning Committee meets throughout the

summer. Members of the Planning Committee are:

Amy Kawano, Debbie Ibaraki & Kana Mercer
Japanese Food

Craig Mercer

Facilities & Operations

Lisa Nakamura

Bake Sale

Val Watanabe

Children's area

Yukari Peerless

Promotions

James Harada-Down & Amanda Gaunt
Decorations

Rose Oishi, Joyce Pearlstone & Susan Kurushima
Sakura Fujinkai & Things Japanese
James Harada-Down

Signage, Poster & Program

Maureen Bird

Volunteer Coordinator

Cristina Shore & Patti Kagawa

Silent Auction

Ken Watai

Finances & Cash

Patti Kagawa, Lily Yee, Rieko Gurney
Donation solicitation

These individuals are critical to the success of the Fair.
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Volunteers

It takes a large number of volunteers to run this Fair. We had
approximately 100 volunteers on Fair Day plus close to that
many at the work parties before the Fair — 2 food preparation
work parties and 2 pricing and sorting work parties by the
Sakura Fujinkai. This year we got tremendous help from the
UVic English Language Centre who provided over 40 volunteer
students plus 3 supervisors. As one would expect most of our
non-student volunteers are VNCS members. But there are
also a number of volunteers who are not members but come
out to help because they think it is a great event. A prime
example of the community support we get is the two
individuals who stepped up to do the sound systems. When |
found out a couple of weeks before the fair that my son
would not be available to do the sound system setups, | was
able to recruit a young man and his father whose only
connection with us was that they had been to the Fair

before. A big thank you to all these volunteers without whom
we could not run this event.

Cultural Demonstrations

A major goal of our Fair is to share our Japanese culture. This
year we had 23 different individuals or groups who put on 26
cultural performances and/or demonstrations including 3 new
acts — shakuhachi, minyo band and a Japanese Garden
presentation. All the performances were well attended and
several had overflow audiences. A big thank you to all of
these performers and demonstrators for helping us share,
promote and educate not only to the greater community but
also to our members on Japanese and Japanese-Canadian
culture.

Satomi Edwards Koto

Uminari Taiko Taiko

Furusato Dancers Bon Odori

Hitomi Harama Kimono Presentation
Urasenke Tankokai Victoria

Association Tea ceremony
Michiko Seguev & her students  |kebana

Vancouver Island Bonsai Club Bonsai

Mike Abe & Natsuki Abe Rakugo (Japanese

Story Telling)

Mike Abe Sumie
Keiko Alkire Shodo
SanShukan Aikikai Aikido
Kenzen Karate Sports Club Karate

Victoria Japanese Heritage
Language School

Youth Choir & Soran Bushi
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Harumi Ota
Brian Angene
Paul Allison

Hugh Barclay
Rina EI-Nahas & Family
Shoshinkai Victoria laido

Wynter Caron (Tsukino-con)

Umi Nami Farms (Heather)

Pottery

Kyudo (Japanese Archery)
Japanese Garden
Presentation

Shakuhachi

Minyo Band

laido (The Way of the
Sword)

Cosplay

Growing Japanese

Vegetables

Donations

The financial success of the Fair is dependent on the donations
we receive from businesses and individuals. This year the
support was higher than in previous years. We received
donations from 56 businesses and 50 individuals. These
donations are used in our General Raffle, Silent Auction, Things
Japanese Table, Baking Table, Craft Table, Volunteer Raffle and
Door Prize. Please see the Donation Banner for a complete list
of all donors.

Not only did our overall donor base increase this year but also
the number of Platinum Level sponsors. These are donors
whose donation value was $1,000 or more. The 2016 Platinum
Level Sponsors were:

Bell Media (CTV Vancouver Island, CFAX 1070, 107.3
KOOL FM)

Bento Sushi
Black Press (Monday Magazine, Victoria News)
Campus Auto Group (Honda, Acura, Nissan, Infiniti)

Fujiya Japanese Foods

A big thank you to all of our donors — both big and
small. Please make an effort to support ALL the businesses that
supported us.

As the convener of our Cultural Fair | want to express my
heartfelt gratitude and thanks to all volunteer, performers and
donors who contributed their time, talents and generous gifts
to make the Japanese Cultural Fair a success. It is going to be a
challenge to top this year's Fair but | am sure we will be up to
the challenge.

Domo Arigato Gozaimasu
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2017 Mochi Tsuki Shinnen Kai
Hitomi Harama
Please "MARK THE DATE" on your calendar - for celebrating the new year of 2017 at the annual Mochi Tsuki
Shinnen Kai. It will be from 2:30 pm to 6:00 pm on Sunday, January 22nd, at the Esquimalt Recreation Centre.
As usual, it will be a potluck style and we look forward to sharing food and friendship with each other.

Right now we are looking for representatives for the Organizing Committee of the New Year's Mochi Tsuki
Shinnen Kai, as well as volunteer help on the day of the event.

If you are interested in assisting us either as a committee representative or as a day volunteer, please contact
Debbie Ibaraki through email - ibarakidebbie@gmail.com or you can leave a telephone message at 250.721.0258

We look forward to hearing from you as planning is getting underway within the next few weeks and we wish you
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VNCS AGM @ AGGV

Please join us on Sunday, February 5, 2017 for the VNCS Annual General Meeting which will be held at the Art Gallery
of Greater Victoria.

Special guest speaker will be Mr. Barry Till, Curator of Asian Art at the AGGV.
The schedule for the meeting will be
10:00 to 12:00 - AGM
12:00 to 12:30 - Break
12:30t0 2:00 - Presentation by Barry Till
More details about the AGM will be forthcoming in January but mark the date and hope to see you on February 5, 2017
at the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.
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2016 VNCS Board of Directors

Past President - Michael Abe President - Tsugio Kurushima Vice President - Debbie Ibaraki
Treasurer - Ken Watai Director - Amy Kawano Director - Cristina Shore
Director - Karen Kobayashi Director - Kyla Fitzgerald Director - Yukari Peerless
Director - Jeff Tanaka Director - Hitomi Harama Director - Tomoko Okada

Director - Mieko Fedrau

Welcome to our new members
James Marc Lynda Philippsen Brenda Gash Michie Ogasawara
James Thornton David Hansen ~ Norm Normandin
Terry Ann Carter Jo Brooks Jo Caragana

Thank you for your donations
Maureen Bird James Marc
Lynda Philippsen  Terry Ann Carter




NAJC AGM & National Conference Report

Tsugio Kurushima

In September | travelled to Calgary to attend the NAJC AGM, the National Conference and Banquet. It has been a while since |
participated in the NAJC so it was interesting to compare this one with my past experience. My overall impression of the
whole weekend was very positive. As well | got to re-acquaint myself with people that | met during the Redress Campaign
years.

The gathering was hosted by the Calgary Japanese Community Association and the CJCA Seniors Foundation. They did an
excellent job of hosting. The Thursday before the formal program started the CICA organized optional sightseeing tours and
a visit to the Calgary Military Museum to see the exhibit on Japanese Canadians in the 10" Battalion (World War 1). The NAIC
AGM took place on Friday and was held at the CJCA's Cultural Centre. The agenda included constitutional changes, financial
review, 2017 budget, reports on various funds and programs and the election of the new officers, in NAJC terms these offic-
ers are referred to as the National Executive Board. Here are some of the highlights for me of the AGM:

Financially the NAJC is in a strong position due primarily to astute investments by the past Treasurer, Kevin Okabe.

So far only 3 centres have submitted a grant application to the Community Renewal Fund, Vernon, Kamloops and

Winnipeg. These are all centres with a Cultural Centre building.

There were actually elections for the Vice President position and for Board positions. To me this is a very positive

sign that there is interest in the membership to sit on the National Executive Board.

The new president of the NAJC is David Mitsui from Edmonton.

After the AGM the CJCA hosted a buffet style dinner that included Alberta beef and Taber corn on the cob.

On Saturday the National Conference was held at the Sheraton Suites Hotel in downtown Calgary. The conference opened
with a plenary session. One of the speakers at the plenary session was Mike Abe who gave an update on the Landscape of
Injustice Project. Following the plenary session delegates got to attend different seminars. | attended the Heritage Stream
about researching your genealogy from a Japanese Canadian perspective; the Human Rights Stream, an update about the
human rights activity of the NAJC; and a Young Leaders Stream which was a panel discussion on racism from a young person's
perspective. The breakout sessions were not as meaty or informative as | would have liked.

Saturday evening was a banquet to commemorate the 100" Anniversary of Japanese Canadian volunteers in First World
War. The banquet was attended by the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, Her Honourable Lois Mitchell and Consul-General of
Japan, Consul General Tanabe. Presentation were made by 4 descendants of First Word War Volunteers — David Matsui
(Edmonton), Laura Sugimoto (Calgary), Kaye Kishibe (Toronto) and Tim Tamashiro (Calgary). The stories of these Japanese
Canadian veterans was very moving. If you get a chance | encourage you to see the exhibit called Warrior Spirit, the Bravery
and Honour of Japanese Canadians soldiers in the First World War which is being held at the Nikkei National Museum,
Burnaby, from Oct 8, 2016 — Jan 15, 2017.

On Sunday morning |, along with 30 other delegates, participated in a planning/brainstorming session about the future of the
NAIJC. The three highest priorities that came out of that session were
Education — get the Japanese Canadian disposition and redress story into school curriculum so that this dark part of
Canadian history is not forgotten.
Immigration — develop strategies and programs to get new Japanese immigrants involved in the Nikkei community.
Continue to help local Nikkei community organizations to grow and develop.

JCYL NAJC Report
Jeff Tanaka

This past September, the Japanese Canadian Young Leaders hosted their annual gathering during the National Association of
Japanese Canadians Conference. The meeting took place in Calgary on Treaty 7 Territory and attracted around 30 young
leaders including myself and Natsuki Abe from Victoria. The conference gave youth from across the country a chance to get
to know each other, listen to current issues and vision for the future. It was helpful to hear about the different Japanese-
Canadian communities across Canada and to think about how we might exist in more intentional and meaningful ways. After
the conference, it is clear to me that within the Japanese-Canadian community there is a gap in communication and beliefs
between the older and younger generations. | stand in gratitude to the legacies of my elders and | hope that we as a
community and individuals can find ways to listen across our differences — the past holds many teachings that are crucial for
understanding our future.
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Kimono and Japanese Culture workshop & lecture
A new class at Cook Street Village Activity Centre
(sometime in February 2017)

Hitomi Harama

In this global community, more people seem to enjoy Japanese influenced style,
fashion and food on a daily basis. Going to Japanese restaurants or eating sushi is
something any Canadian does. Still, Japanese cultural matters seem to be misun-
derstood or not very well known. Through these kimono and Japanese culture
workshops & lecture, we can learn proper Japanese manners, such as table
manners, greetings, and other basic Japanese social manners, together with |nstructor/lecturer: Hitomi Harama
kimono-wearing culture (as most of the Japanese manners are closely tied

with Kimono-wearing culture).

Workshops that have planned to be presented are:

1) Workshop for Kimono Kitsuke (dressing) combined with some Japanese traditional manners — these man-
ners would be useful when working with Japanese companies, visiting Japan, Japanese friends, or going to a
Japanese restaurant.

2) A class (more lecture style) about kimono and Japanese culture—informative talk session about history of
kimono and the kimono related Japanese cultural matters.

The time and date of the workshop/lecture will be available in the next newsletter and on the VNCS website.
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A New Moon Over Tohoku
Michael Abe

On October 6, the Victoria community was extremely honored
to welcome filmmaker Linda Ohama and 5 special guests from
Japan for a screening of her new film, A New Moon Over
Tohoku.

Linda explained that shingetsu, the new moon, although not
visible it is physically still there, it never disappears and
although not much remains of many of the communities in the
Tohoku region as a result of the devastating earthquake and
tsunami, the Tohoku spirit and culture, their love for each other
and their families still remains. This was evident in her film as
told through the stories of the survivors, and through all the
hardships, there is still lots of hope.

This was also an excellent opportunity for the Support Japan
2011 Gambare Nippon group to get together again to present
this significant event. | would like to thank the Support Japan
group represented by members of the Japanese Friendship
Society, Mega Screen Productions (Marc and Midori Bolli),
Victoria Japanese Heritage Language School, Victoria Morioka
Friendship Society and the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society for
their financial and in-kind support. Also, a special thank you to
the Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives at the University of
Victoria for financial support to screen the film at Cinecenta.
Thank you to The Butchart Gardens, Cinecenta, Golden City
Chinese Restaurant and Urasenke Tankokai Victoria Association
for their support.

| would also like to personally acknowledge Bill and Rita
McCreadie for helping make this event a success and to Satomi
Edwards for her beautiful koto music and special rendition of
Hana wa Saku, the NHK Recovery Support Song and to Yukari
Peerless for interpreting the question and answer period with
the special guests.

Here are some stories from Yukari and Kazuko Mito Sensei
about their experience watching the film.
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A New Moon Over Tohoku
Yukari Peerless

Yesterday, | attended a screening of a documentary film, A New Moon Over Tohoku by Japanese Canadian Filmmaker, Linda
Ohama. Linda is a third generation (Sansei) Japanese Canadian known for her film, Obachan’s Garden.

A New Moon Over Tohoku is about the people who suffered from the Great East Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011, in the
Tohoku area of Japan.

Linda said it all started because of her granddaughter. When they first found out about the earthquake and tsunami,
the granddaughter, then 7 years old, asked her what they could do for them. Eventually, Linda flew to Japan to volunteer in the
Tohoku area.

(Editor’s note: Linda was referring to the Canada-Tohoku-Japan Cloth Letter Project http://www.clothletters.com/)

As she got to know the people in Tohoku, they asked her to create a film to tell their stories. Initially, she turned it down.
This changed when she first visited the “No-Go” zone near Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant. Seeing the traffic lights still working
and changing the lights in a ghost town, she cried. Linda then decided to interview the people in Tohoku, specifically, in the
prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima. Two and half years later, the film is being presented here in Canada. A New Moon
Over Tohoku premiered at the Calgary International Film Festival late last month (September 2016).

Linda brought guests from Japan for the Canadian tour which included Mrs. Kanako Sasaki, an acupuncturist who appears in

the film and tells us her survival story. She was treating a patient when the earthquake hit. The film tells the story of how she
got her patient out and then tried to locate her own family. Then the Tsunami hit her town of Otsuchi.
Kanako described the scene after she got scooped up in Tsunami “Hell”, as people, houses, and vehicles swam by her. She tells
of how the tanks on boats exploded, floating by, and setting fires to homes with people still trapped inside. Kanako herself was
swept up and carried by the rising waters flowing through the streets of her village. Finally, she was rescued by friends and
neighbours. Once rescued, and despite being injured herself and still soaked in cold, wet clothes, she continued on through the
night helping others. Her story was so powerful, it made me cry.

The film introduces the stories of many other people and places, such as
the people who have homes and businesses in the “No-Go” zone. Included are
a Samurai family who are determined to continue their tradition of Soma
Nomaoi (Samurai festival with horses). Other powerful and moving stories
include those of mothers concerned with radiation and how they feel guilty
about letting their children be exposed to radiation, and how they feel|
oppressed for not being able to speak their mind honestly about their fear of ==
radiation and at the same time not wanting to isolate themselves for speaking & =
out... All the complexities, fears, and concerns of the people affected in the |
“No-Go” zone are expressed and examined.

| personally visited the Tohoku area back in 2013. All the places | went to
were hard to visit, but Okawa Elementary School that had lost 70% of their children, was
particularly heartbreaking. Yesterday at lunch before the screening, Linda told me about a father from the Okawa area. This
father had lost his only child, a 12 year old girl who was at Okawa Elementary School. Linda said, “He said he was so lucky. |
thought | misunderstood at first. He lost his only child. How can he be lucky? But he said he was so lucky he got to be a father.”
| couldn’t hold back my tears.

Linda says many people in Tohoku turned negatives into positives like this. | think they have no choice, in order to continue
forward. But it’s not all sad. The film also features brave, happy, and optimistic people.

The screening in Victoria was a success. It is an emotional film. There were not many dry eyes in the theatre, but | was
particularly grateful for Kanako (with her daughter, Sera, who is also in the film) for coming all the way to Canada to share her
story. Her wish was for this film to be seen by as many people as possible, not just in Canada and overseas, but also in Japan.
She also asked us to remember to be grateful for what we have, as you never know when it might be gone.

As | said my goodbye to Kanako, | offered my help in any way | can. She said, “We have just only begun.” | am grateful for
this new friendship.

There will be more screenings in Japan starting in December. If you want to book a screening for your community or
organization, please check out the film website.

Posted in Yukari’s blog. Film, Japan / Tagged A New Moon Over Tohoku, Linda Ohama

Soma Nomaoi Samurais
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“A New Moon Over Tohoku”
Kazuko Mito

In mid-August, we visited the disaster-stricken area in the Tohoku
region in Japan as | was asked by my daughter who lived in Tokyo to
accompany her. It was because my granddaughter had a school
assigned homework to write an essay on “Peace” and she wanted to
visit the area to delve into the theme. Another reason for my
daughter to ask me to come along was that | was born in Kamaishi
city in the same area and lived there until | was 6 years old. When we
visited there, we found that the house where | was born and raised as
well as the houses of our relatives were all washed away and had
disappeared.

Otsuchi-cho is a 30-minute drive away from Kamaishi and we had
been recommended to visit there by my granddaughter’s homeroom
teacher. Guided by a Kataribe, a local folklore teller, we drove up to
the hill where people evacuated at the time of the Tsunami. We
looked down over the surrounding areas from the hill. There were no
houses or other buildings and only a few large trucks driving around
on the leveled land raising dust trying to redevelop the area. The
Kataribe, who appeared over 80 years old, described the Tsunami
scene with extreme details and gestures for us, however, what we
heard was totally unimaginable and we were unable to comment at
all.

We were excited to hear from Mr. Michael Abe that people from
Otsuchi were coming to Victoria for a showing of the movie, “A New
Moon Over Tohoku”. We contacted Mr. Abe in order to invite them
to our Japanese tea room. Despite their busy itinerary, they were
able to visit us for tea. | felt as if my relatives had visited me and was
able to burst out what | had been holding in my heart ever since our
visit to Tohoku to Mrs. Sasaki. We spent a short, yet very emotional
time, crying and laughing together. | wish to express my sincere ap-
preciation to Mr. Abe for providing us with this opportunity. Thank
you, Mr. Abe.

By listening to Mrs. Sasaki describing their current hardship, | felt
her strong courage and power. Through her story, | envisioned the
people striving so hard to redevelop their own town by themselves
and was totally moved by their effort. (Translation by Mieko Fedrau)

Photo credit: Noriko Prezeau
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Furusato Dancers
Tsugio Kurushima

The highlight of the past 2 months and perhaps the year, was
our 10th Anniversary Concert which was held at the Berwick
Royal Oak theatre on September 24. Despite some
significant challenges, such as a very short time to prepare
and reduced number of dancers, the concert was a
success. We took the near capacity audience on a bon odori
trip across Japan performing folk dances from 10 different
regions in Japan. A lot of credit must be given to Teruyo
Sano who planned and organized the pro-
gram. Unfortunately Hirano Sensei could not join us as she
was busy planning and organizing her own 35th Anniversary
Concert. We have a few more years to catch up to Hirano
Sensei.

In October we again performed at the VNCS Japanese
Cultural Fair. The highlight of this performance was the
debut of our newest and youngest member, Minori Kongjeli
who is the daughter of Hiroko Shiramoto, one of our long
time members. Minori was introduced to bon odori at the
tender age of 3 months, yes 3 months. Hiroko would bring
her to dance practice and if she started to fuss sometimes
she would strap Minori to her chest and continue to prac-
tice. So you could say that Minori has been doing bon odori
all her life. If you missed Minori's debut at the Cultural Fair
you will have a chance to see her perform at the Mochi Tsuki
Shinnen Kai on January 22, 2017.

If you are interested contact either Tsugio Kurushima at
tsugkurushima@gmail.com or Tomoko Okada at
tokada32003@gmail.com.

HUBAS 9 —X
IYXF O

O Al FEASE—FEDNAF4I9A24H
[ZN\—4v%-O4% LA —% -2 F7 32— (Berwick Royal
Oak Theatre) TiThif=. ¥ IL—TRIML10AFEEL
JETL =, EEHBMNFERIZE, -2V, TNIZSNT
%%))‘//\ fJ\,h\I‘/JZEoTJ)e‘:XE’CIiEUibtb\ EB
@ﬁ%@‘é‘é/\lkEﬂiloiﬂiﬁo)?ﬁﬂi’ﬂzx’C EZF.%{E
WREYYT7T—F R LATW (I ENTE, ZOTO
’J‘SL\& EL. &L TN ETILA- Y/ OTEXER

BoLWEDTLE:, BEENSTEHELEIICEHNDE
IS FEESDEDEFBD-OIZHE LT =K E
MTEFBATLED, £EITEBLOLIZFEEHEDL
MYEZESTY,

10AIZIXUNCSHILFr— D7 THUNETHIEN
TEFELIz, CCTONAFAMIREDLEF AV IN—DT
Ea—TLIzo /U -avSzUIEREDAUN—THD
EOO-JSEMDIRT, &3y ALLRBYICHELA
TWET, F5. hIM"3MATT . EOalEI/UERY
DEEFICENTETWELED, /UL TN DEH

IR THROLATHRYET-0TT , ThTI/UIRE
ENTHSLT 2ERBYEL TN =CEIZHYET R B
IWFr—TxF7TI/)DTEL—ERELI-AX2017
F1IANHOB OEHESTHREDHYEEELAL

=115 ETLES,

(18R 7zkO—XEF)

Photo credit: Rexheo Kongjeli


mailto:tokada32003@gmail.com

Sakura Fujinkai
Susan Kurushima

Ten women met at Golden City
Chinese Restaurant for dinner in
October. Everyone was happy with
the results of the Cultural Fair
where our table hit a record in
donations and sales and food sales
also exceeded expectations. We
will meet again on November 29+ at
Azuma Sushi.

Amy Kawano and Debbie Ibaraki organized the food
preparation. Thanks to everyone who helped to make
manju. It was the first year that we still had help at the end
of the day and we finished in record time. Thanks also to
those who came out on Friday to prep the bento and on
Saturday to prepare more food and tea.

Donations of Crafts and Things Japanese were priced at 2
work parties and still more arrived on the day. Most of
those late donations were stored for next year. The pricing
and sales were organized by Rose QOishi and Joyce Pearlstone
with help from several other members. Home baking is
always popular and Lisa Nakamura reported that donations
were generous and sales were good.

The lkebana group members, Debbie Ibaraki, Sue Rubin,
Mieko Fedrau, Rhonda Schactman and | each prepared
arrangements for the fair. Three other members were
unable to participate this year for various reasons. Sensei
Michiko Seguev made this arrangement in advance and 8
more during her 2 demonstrations. Two lucky ladies went
home with small arrangements as souvenirs from our draw.
Big thank you's to all who worked so hard including Shizue
and Jim Simmons and Brian Frankson.

Arrangement by Sensei Michiko Seguev 2016
SFA-ETITTREICEDBTSIT—TLUDAU L (2016454E)

For more information about any of our activities please
contact Susan by phone (250) 384-2654 or
email sukurushima@gmail.com.
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Uminari Taiko
Jacob Derksen

Uminari Taiko hit the 15 year mark at this year’s VNCS Fall
Fair. The Fall Fair of 2001 marks our ground zero where the
seeds of the group found fertile soil and took root. In the years
leading up to that workshop founding members and early
members took advantage of opportunities to attend
performances by Uzume Taiko, lkari Daiko, Onagawa Taiko
and, way back in 1997, the world-renowned taiko troupe,
Ondekoza. The 2001 workshop with Katari Taiko members was
a perfect storm of the right people at the right place at the
right time with the right attitude. Within weeks of that work-
shop we were holding brainstorming sessions; by January of
2002 we were hitting old tires wrapped in duct tape in Mike
Abe’s old aikido dojo. We hired Boyd Seiichi Grealy of Uzume
Taiko to teach us some basics and after a callout to VNCS
members received a number of good suggestions for a group
name with Michiko Warkentyne’s suggestion being our
collective favourite. Also during that first year we attended the
2002 Regional Taiko Gathering in Vancouver, had the good
fortune to have Rev. Tom Kurai of Los Angeles Taiko Centre
visit us and share some of his expertise with us, and we
completed — with days to spare, as | recall — a set of six sewer
pipe drums that we played on when we made our inaugural
performance at the VNCS Fall Fair of 2002. I’'m already looking
forward to next year’s Fall Fair when we’ll be celebrating the
15" anniversary of our first ever performance.

On the subject of important dates and anniversaries,
members and apprentices of Uminari Taiko — with their
significant others in some cases — massed at Sen Zushi
recently to celebrate long-time member Ken Murata’s 80"
birthday. Not only is it an honour to celebrate this milestone
with a person of Ken’s calibre but | can say unequivocally that
Uminari Taiko is a better group for having Ken as a member
and we have long profited from his dedication and talents.
And all those people who’ve been thinking all this time that
Ken is in great shape for a guy in his 60s you’ll understand why
I have such tremendous respect for the fitness level that Ken
maintains. I’'m constantly inspired to up my game!

Our yearly performance schedule often concludes with the
Fall Fair performance but we do have at least one more
upcoming show on November 23, albeit for a private function.
And in other news our post-Fall Fair workshop on October 30
was well attended and we have already started on our last
class series of the year. We have also had students from St.
Michael’s University to our hombu for a workshop recently
and will be welcoming them again at the end of November for
another session. With a slowdown in our performance
schedule we will be able to devote more time to expanding
our repertoire and look forward to sharing a new song or two
perhaps as early as Mochi Tsuki Shinnen Kai come January.
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Jodo Shinshu Monthly Service
Talk on Buddhism and Jodo Shinshu in general
The inaugural service will take place on December 3rd, 2016
at 11:30 am.

CHURCH OF TRUTH, Community of Conscious Living

111 Superior St., Victoria, BC V8V 1T2

(Right next to the entrance to Fisherman’s Wharf)

All are welcome.

This event is free and open to the public. No experience or
knowledge of Buddhism necessary.

This is a monthly event, participants do not need to commit
to every month.

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, is a school of "Pure Land
Buddhism." It was founded by the former Tendai Japanese
Monk Shinran. Shin Buddhism is considered the most widely
practiced branch of Buddhism in Japan, with 20% of the
population of Japan identifying as members of the
denomination. For Shin Buddhists, the true nature of things
is a lively wisdom and compassion that resonates in the lives
of ordinary people. This wisdom and compassion takes form
as Amida Buddha, the Buddha of "Infinite Light" and
"Infinite Life".

For information
Contact Terry Beresford: tberesford@gmail.com
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Heiwa Koen Dedication in Duncan
Michael Abe
On Friday, September 23, 2016, over 70 people came
together in a corner of Duncan off Canada Ave. with the skies
clearing as if on cue to witness the dedication of Heiwa Koen
— Peace Park.

An initiative of Duncan councillor Sharon Jackson, this was a
final piece in the Duncan Centennial series of projects and
the Japanese-Canadian community were the happy
recipients of this wonderful and heartfelt project.

Taking place on the traditional territorial lands of the
Cowichan Tribes, Sharon spoke eloquently of the motivation
behind the project. Although many were very strident in
1942 in their demands to have the Japanese Canadians
removed from the Cowichan Valley, it was not the same for
everyone. There were many people who were blighted by
the sudden disappearance of their friends and neighbours
and who never got over their loss. This dedication was to the
memory of the Japanese-Canadian citizens of the Duncan
area. “This ceremony was meant to celebrate the
reconnection, not only of those old friends and neighbours
but also communities with the hope that we never forget
what happened here.”

Elsie Braithwaite was one such resident who, along with her
daughter Judy Hill, helped set in motion the move to have
the park dedicated to the Japanese Canadians. It was a
memorable day, indeed as Elsie was reunited with her school
friends, Sets Oda and Kimi Yamada.

His Worship Mayor Phil Kent acknowledged the uprooting of
the Japanese Canadians who were an integral part of the
community at the time and offered this, “In the spirit to
remember their many contributions and to acknowledge the
injustice of the internment we come together today. It is my
hope that we can learn from our mistakes from the past”. He
offered a warm welcome and thank you on behalf of the
people and city of Duncan to the guests who had travelled
from afar to share in the celebration.

| was ecstatic to have 15 relatives attend from as far away as
Montreal, Ontario, Alberta and various parts of BC. My great
aunts, Kimi Yamada (89) from Gibson’s and Kay Fujiwara (91)
from Toronto were invited by Mayor Kent to join him in the
unveiling of the dedication plaque.

It was also an honour to have Consul General Asako Okai
travel from Vancouver to attend the ceremony. Despite being
in her position for only 5 months, she has travelled to several
communities around Vancouver Island already, visiting 4-5
cemeteries. Before the ceremony, she visited nearby

Photo credit:
» Hiroko Currie
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Mountain View Cemetery and was touched by the state of
the graves. She commented that they were the best
preserved that she has seen so far, and it shows how the
Japanese-Canadian community was integrated into part of
the city, despite the sad history of the internment and
displacement and she could feel the heart of the people, of
the residents, was still there, honouring the Japanese
people. Consul General Okai offered her congratulations to
the city of Duncan for this initiative and that it was heart-
warming that they sent out invitations to former residents
and she was moved by the reunion. She expressed her
gratitude for  honouring the Japanese-Canadian community
and “May we never forget” inscribed on the plaque really
shows the strong commitment from the community to
uphold the multiculturalism that is so strong lately.

For Kathryn Gagnon, Curator of the Cowichan Valley Museum
and Archives, a request to search for photos of a researcher’s
Japanese-Canadian mother who grew up in the Cowichan
Valley ten years earlier brought the plight of the Japanese
Canadians and their dispersal during World War Il to her
attention. Finding a lone photo of the woman’s mother in a
school photo made her realize the privilege that she held as a
caretaker of her community’s history and that the profound
connection to the past, and the power it has to alter the
present, cannot be underestimated.

It was a pleasure and privilege to be invited to the museum
after the ceremony to see the wonderful exhibit that Kathryn
and her team had assembled there. We heard stories from
former residents as well as long-time Duncan residents who
remembered the uprooting and how their Japanese-
Canadian friends and classmates were suddenly gone.

A touching element to the ceremony was the presentation of
a string of 1,000 cranes (senbazaru), which symbolize peace,
by Tomoko Okada and Hiroko Currie on behalf of the
Japanese Friendship Society and Victoria Nikkei Cultural
Society. Thank you for coordinating this wonderful and fitting

Photo credit: Hiroko Currie
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On a personal note, it was a very moving experience and | am
grateful for the opportunity to attend the ceremony and reception
and to be in the company with many family members. | would like
to thank His Worship Mayor Phil Kent, Councillor Sharon Jackson,
Cowichan Valley Museum & Archives Curator Kathryn Gagnon and
their respective teams for this wonderful initiative in recognizing the
former and current Japanese-Canadian communities and to
dedicate this beautiful park space to them.

And as a continuation to my story of Paldi in the last issue, it was a
time to celebrate with onigiri made with the umeboshi plums and
mochi manju. | guess it was a town not forgotten after all.

Photo credits:
Shari Turner

Photo credit: Hiroko Currie
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Newsletter team
The newsletter team is looking for additional volunteers to translate articles to Japanese and to proofread and edit the
English content. Contact Yukari Peerless if you are interested. yukaripeerless@gmail.com
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HE®OHHHAIEIAHY - EPLRAETITERT LY, yukaripeerless@gmail.com
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Editor's note:
In April 2001, at one of my first board meetings as a new director of the VNCS it came to light that they were looking for
someone to work on the newsletter. | volunteered to take on this role...

Some 15 years later, it is time for me to relinquish this duty as | announce my retirement to give myself time to work on
some personal projects that have been in the back burner for quite some time. It has been a rewarding road, working
with so many people and learning about the community through the news and events. | am grateful for the wonderful
opportunity to work with this great society. Thank you to the many contributors of articles and columns over the years.

Please give your continued support to the next editing team who will introduce themselves in the next newsletter. They
are an enthusiastic and creative group who will be able to use the newest technology and programs to update the
newsletter and give it a new look. If you are interested in contributing articles or skills, please contact Yukari Peerless at
yukaripeerless@gmail.com

Respectfully,

Michael Abe
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Scholarship and Activism Forum

An initiative of the Landscapes of Injustice RA (Research Assistants) Committee, the online Scholarship and Activism
forum was launched recently. This website features interviews and reflections on a variety of topics. In the latest post
from the site, Oral History RA Kyla Fitzgerald interviewed Dr. Karen Kobayashi who spoke about her personal
motivations for activist work. Karen reflects on how her grandmother shaped her desire to retain a Japanese-Canadian
identity as a youth and led to her early involvement with Tonari Gumi/[#i#[l in Vancouver. She explains why 'public
sociology' can be considered activist work, grounded collaboration, and mentors who have shaped her career.

Find the interview here: https://scholarshipandactivism.wordpress.com/2016/11/09/interview-karen-kobayashi/

If you are interested in sharing a post or contributing, give them a shout at scholarshipandactivism@gmail.com

The Scholarship and Activism Forum website was prepared on a volunteer basis. The opinions expressed in this forum
are the authors’ own and do not reflect the views of the Landscapes of Injustice research project.
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Landscapes of Injustice
Michael Abe

Landscapes of Injustice is in its third year of seven years of
research and knowledge mobilization including a travelling
museum exhibit and teacher resources using the primary
research findings focussed on the dispossession and forced
sales of property owned by Japanese Canadians in the
1940s.

As Project Manager, | attended the NAJC AGM and gave
an update on the project. To stay in touch with the project, |
would encourage you to sign up for our quarterly newsletter
and follow us on social media. Contact Michael Abe at
mkabe@uvic.ca to subscribe to the newsletter. www.landscapesofinjustice.com Photo credit: Paul Jette
Facebook
Like us on Facebook and stay updated on news and events on the project and in the Nikkei community
https://www.facebook.com/Landscapes-of-Injustice
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com@Landscapeslnjus
Spring Institute 2016 Video featuring insights from 3 members of the research collective and what the project means to
them. View it at https://vimeo.com/176821240

Dendscapes|

Injustice
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Thank-You to our 2016 Japanese Cultural Fair Sponsors
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Milestones Grill & Bar
Munro’s Books

Nana Spence

Naomi Fluglem

Noodle Box

Norma Alison

Pat & Stephanie Kerfoot

Patti Ayukawa

Patti Kagawa

Penny Powell

RocknRoll Sushi

Russell Nursery

Sen Zushi Japanese Restaurant
Shiki Sushi

Shirley & Bruce Gorle

Shirley Embra

Shizen Sushi Japanese Restaurant
Susan Kurushima

Gerry Bell Sushi Matsuri
Barbara Cameron Melody Cornell Itami Sushi Sushi Plus Restaurant
Butchart Gardens Michael Abe J&J Wonton Noodle House Sushi Time Express
Carlton Plaza Hotel, Best Nubo Japanese Tapas Japanese Village Restaurant Taste of Tokyo
Western Plus Obara & Company Chartered Jasmine Restaurant The Pedaler Cycling Tour
Golden City Restaurant Accountants Junko Hicks The Roost Bakery and Winery
Jack & Elizabeth Watanabe Rieko Gurney Koto Japanese Restaurant Tomoko Okada
Jaga Silk Rose Oishi Kuma Noodle Japan Tony lbaraki
Yaais Niifata Royal BC Museum Lisa Nakamura Uch.ida Ea}ery/Shokudo
Jim Pattison Subaru Silk Road Aromatherapy & Tea Co ::::saf:wtiﬁiey SVT;\T;:; ':::;Zor Living Centre
Joyce Pearlstone The Next Mieko Fedrau Yaeko Yamada
Ken Watai Vancouver Island Bonsai Club Miho Lindley Yoshi Sushi Japanese Restaurant
Request to the VNCS

Julia Lipinska from Ottawa wrote to the VNCS asking for assistance in tracking down three specific articles from Sukiya
Living Magazine: The Journal of Japanese Gardening for a family member. She was recently in Victoria visiting family.

The details of the articles are:

http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents056.htm

Japanese Garden Journal Issue #56

March/April 2007
Tree Pruning: Layered Foliage

http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents048.htm

Sukiya Living Magazine (JOJG) Issue #48

Nov/Dec 2005
Japanese Maple Pruning

http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents026.htm

Sukiya Living Magazine (JOJG) Issue #26

March/April 2002

Advanced Pruning: Pruning the Whorl

If anyone is able to assist her, please contact her directly at lipinskaj@rocketmail.com



http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents056.htm
http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents048.htm
http://www.rothteien.com/backissues/contents026.htm
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Len Floral Studio
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NIKKEI BOOKS

Specializing in Japanese Canadian works

Jennifer Hashimoto
Independent Bookseller

Tel.: (416) 538-1377 (business hours) 21 Delaware Ave.

Fax: (416) 538-0048 Second floor :
Email: j.hashimoto@sympatico.ca Toronto , ON www.zenfloralstudio.com
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FOODS

Victoria Fujiya Foods Ltd.
3624 Shelbourne Street Victoria ph: 250-598-3711
fax: 250-598-8547
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Thank you for being a member of the Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society. We encourage you to renew your
membership for 2017 and remain informed about our upcoming events.

If you have already sent in your renewal, please consider passing this summary onto someone you know who
might be interested in joining.

Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society (VNCS)

The VNCS was formed in 1993 specifically to establish a sense of community for those of Japanese heritage and/or

those interested in Japanese culture.

As stated in our constitution the purpose of our society is to:

a) Promote the awareness of Japanese culture for the benefit of its members and the greater community;

b) Represent the Japanese community to the greater community;

¢) Support related Japanese organizations; and

d) Identify and serve the needs of the Nikkei community.
Throughout the year the VNCS organizes social events for its members, often with a theme related to a Japanese
holiday or special occasion. Our promotion of Japanese culture is not only for our members but is also open to the
greater community. Our annual Fall Bazaar and Mochi parties are examples of our outreach efforts. Where
appropriate the VNCS will act as a spokes-organization for the Nikkei community. We work with other similar
cultural/ethnic-minded organizations such as the Victoria Japanese Friendship Society to promote Japanese culture.

The VNCS is registered under the BC Society Act and has charitable status. We are a member organization of the
Intercultural Association of Greater Victoria and the National Association of Japanese Canadians.

VNCS MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss - First Name - Last name

Address: Apt. #, Street # & Street Name

City & Postal Code

Telephone: Fax:

Email:

Membership for 2017:
Individual $10__ Family of _ people $15 Donation: $
Family member names

Please make cheque payable to:

VICTORIA NIKKEI CULTURAL SOCIETY (OR VNCS)
Mail to:

Tony Ibaraki

4401 Tremblay Drive

Victoria, BC V8N 4W6




